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Tue day which gave birth to the first Society formed for the purpose of en- 
couraging the universal diffusion of the Holy Scriptures, without note or com- 
ment, forms a glorious epoch in the history of the Christian Church. The ge- 
nius which conceived ‘he design, and the talents which framed the plan, of 
collecting, concentrating, and applying the resources of a great Christian em- 
pire, to effect that sublime object, have distinguished claims to the respect and 
gratitude of mankind. They are the more deserving of our admiration and 
our love, because their sole end is God’s glory, and man’s best happi- 
ness. 

To the land of our forefathers We are indebted fr this noble display of hu- 
man wisdom and beneficence. 

Through the instrumentality of that admirable establishment in Great Bri- 
tain, hundreds of thousands of the destitute of our fallen race have been put in 
possession of the precious gift which contains “ the words of eternal life ;”” and 
millions yet unborn shall rise to call them blessed, by whose means they shall 
enjoy this heavenly boon. 

The zeal which animates the bosoms of Christians who support that vene- 
rable Institution, has excited a kindred ardour in other countries for the 
dissemination of revealed truth, which, while it gives dignity to the Christian 
character, affords a bright prospect of unspeakable blessings about to be con- 
ferred on a benighted world. Other nations, however, in catching the noble 
ardour, have not at first pursued the comprehensive, but simple, plan of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. In their zeal to attain the end, they have 
overlooked, or underrated, the excellence of the means employed by the parent 
Institution, The great European nations who have embarked in this enter- 
prise, en a late review of their proceedings in this respect, have discovered 
their mistake, wisely retraced their steps, and are following the example of 
that magnificent Society, whose unparalleled success is manifestly ascribable, 
in a prodigious degree, as human means, to the scheme of their establish- 
ment. 

The Ciaristians in this country, who for a few years past have felt something 
of the sacred impulse which prompts to the exercise of this heavenly charity, 
have committed the same error, in the outset, as the nations Jast mentioned, 
by formimg a number of local and limited Bible Societies. These, though ma- 
ny have been useful to a certain extent in advancing the good cause, have al- 
together come far short of the grand example set them by the parent Socie- 
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ty,—far short of what is so justly to be expected from the Christian zeal of 
this large and wealthy community, when their exertions shall be embodied and 
directed by a more judicious and efficient system of operations. 

A brighter day has at length dawned upon our land. Christians here like- 
wise have now undertaken a great work, which we trust will exalt the reli- 
gious character of this part of the world, and make our Bible Institutions more 
worthy of, as they will bear a nearer resemblance to, the noble parent from 
whence they sprung. The sun has never gilded a brighter day in this Western 
hemisphere, than when it shone on the late Convention, which laid the founda- 
tion of our great National Institution, THE AMERICAN BIBLE SO- 
CILTY ; nor were its founders ever more highly honoured, than by being em- 
ployed in the execution of that sublime duty, that invaluable undertaking. 

We trust that He who worketh in us both to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure, while we ascribe to Him the glory of his own blessed work, will smile 
on the efiorts of his servants whom he is pleased to honour as instruments in 
accomplishing it. 

We are happy to be enabled to give in this number of our paper, the fol- 
lowing account of the Convention above mentioned, of the constitution of the 
Society which they formed, of the names of its first Board of Managers, and 
of its Address to the citizens of the United States, as copied from the pamphlet 
lately published by its direction. 


Ar a meeting of Delegates from different Bible Societies, convened in the 
Consistory Room of the Reformed Dutch Chun h, on the oth day of May, 
1816; JosHuA M. WaLuacg, Esq. of New-Jersey, was chosen President of 
the Convention, and the Rev. Dr. Jonn B. RomEyN, and Kev. LYMAN 
BEECHER, Secrctaries. 

‘The meeting was then opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Nort. 

The following persons appearéd’as Delegates :— 

Rey. Dr. 8. Spring, from the Merrimack Bible Society; Rev. Mr. Hum- 
phreys, Rey. Dr. 1. Lewis*, Farrfeld do.; Rey. Dr. John M. Mason, Rev. 
Dr, Vhilip Milledoler, Rev. Dr. Join B. Romeyn, Rev. Mr. J. Williams, Rey. 
Mr. Gardiner Spring, New-York do. ; Rev. Dr. Bradford, Rev. Dr. Neill, 
Rey. Mr. Chester, tlbany de.; Sir. William Williams, Gen. John Lincklaen, 
Oneida do. ; Kev. Andrew Oliver, Rev. Eli F. Cooley, Mr. James we 
Ots:go do.; Mr. Guysbert B. Vroom, Mr. Henry W. Warner, Mr. W. 
Mulugan, Mr. Robert Sedgwick, New-York Auxiliary do.; Rev. Dr. rE 
Nott, Union College co. ; Rev. Dr. 5. Blatchford, Rensselaer and Saratega Bi- 
ble socielies ; Rev. Dr. J. Bassett, Rev. Mr. Sayre, Rev. Mr. D. §. Bogart, 
Mr. A. Van —— ay Mr, bona W right, Long-Island do.; Rev. R. Fore st, 
Delaware do. ; . Leyi Callender, Mr. Orin Day, Greene do.; Mr. Joshua 
M. Wallace, Mr swe Bayfird, Rev. Dr. J. Richards, Rev. Mr. “"" S. 
Woodhall, Rev. J. M*Dowell, New-J ersey do. ; Mr. Thomas J. Biggs, Mr 
J. W. Platt, Nessuu-Hal/ do. ; Rev. Mr. David Jones, Mr. C. Hornblo wer, 
Newark do.; Mr. Join bk. Caldweil, Female Bible Society of Burlington, and 
do. of Kingston; Kev. Mr. 8. Wilmer, Gloucester Bible Suciely 3 Mir. M.S 
Clarke, Piranilin do.; Kev. Mr. J. H. Rice, Virginia, F'rederick, No:fo/k, 
end Petersirurgh Bible Socieiieg; Mr W. Burd, Lynchburgh do. ; Rev. Dr. 
Hall, Morth-Cerolina do.; Réy. Dr. J. Blythe, Aentucky do.; Mr. HU. 
Ford, Cayuga do. ; Key. Dr. A, Proudtit, Washington County, N.Y. do. 


r 1e ventlemen marked thus (*) came in after the Conv ent ion was formed, and beforetbe 
ac pon os Ue copsut.t' cen acu address 
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The following gentlemen, though not formally commissioned as Delegates ; 
yet appearing, from satifactory evidence, to be substantial representatives ot 
their respective Societies, or of a number of members thereof, for all the pur- 
poses contemplated by this Convention, were admitted to seats, viz. 

Rev. Mr. Lyman Beecher, Mr. Ichabod Skinner, Rev. Mr. N. W. Taylor, 
Connecticut Bible Society; Rev. Dr. J. Morse, from the Middlesex, New- 
Hampshire, and Dartmouth University Bible Societies ; Mr. Willjam Jay, from 
the West-Chester Auxiliary Bible Society ; Rev. Mr. Henshaw, Mr. Joshua 
Sands, Gen. Swift*, Bible and Common Prayer-Book Society of Long-Island. 

The following gentlemen were also received as members, viz. 

John Murray, jr.* Thomas Eddy*, John Griscom*, Dr. Valentine Mott*, 
of the Society of Friends. 

On motion, 

Resolved unanimously, That it is expedient to establish, without delay, a 
general Bible Institution, for the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, without 
note or comment. 

A committee consisting of Dr. Nort, Dr. Mason, Mr. BAYARD, Mr. W11- 
meR, Mr. BEECHER, CHARLES WriGcut, Mr. Rice, Mr. Jonrs, Dr. 
Mors, Mr. Jay, and Dr. BLYTHE, was appointed to prepare the plan of a 
constitution of the said Society ; and an address to the public, on the nature 
and objects thereof. 

And the convention adjourned unti] the morning of Friday, the 11th inst. 
at eleven o'clock. 

The convention met according to adjournment, and their committee laid 
before them the draft of a constitution, which having been read first in the 
whole and afterwards by paragraphs, and carefully considered, was unani- 
mously adopted ; and is hereunto annexed, 

The committee reported also an address to the public, which in like man- 
ner, was unanimously approved, and is hereunio annexed. 

The convention then proceeded to the choice of managers of the American 
Bible Society for the current year, and the following persons were unanimous- 
ly chosen, viz. 

Henry Rutgers, John Bingham, Richard Varick, Thomas larmar, Stephen 
Van Rensselaer, Samuel Boyd, George Suckley, Divie Bethune, William 
Bayard, Peter M‘Carty, Thomas Shields, Robert Ralston, John R. B. Rod- 
gers, Dr, Peter Wilson, Jeremiah Eyarts, John Watts, M.D. Thomas Eddy, 

Villiam Johnson, Ebenezer Burrill, Andrew Gifford, George Gosman, Thomas 
Carpenter, Leonard Bleecker, John Cayldwell, Rufus King, Thomas Stokes, 
Joshua Sands, George Warner, De Witt Clinton, John Warder, Samuel Bay- 
ard, Duncan P. Campbell, John Aspinwall, John Murray, jr. Charles Wright, 
Cornelius Heyer. 

After due notice of their appointment, the managers met in the City Hall, 
on the 11th May, and unanimously elected the following persons to the offices 
for which they are named respectively. 

President—Hon. ELIAS BOU DINOT, of New-J ersey. 

: V we-Presidegils—Hon. Joha Jay, Matthew Clarkson, Fsq, Hon. Smith 
Thompson, of New-York; Hon. John Langdon, of New-Fiampshire ; Hon. 
Caleb Strong, Hon. William Gray, of Massachusetts; Hon. John Cotton 
Smith, of Connecticut; Hon. Jonas Galusha, of Vermont; Hon, William 
Jones, of Rhode-Island ; Hon. Isaac Shelby, George Madison, Esq. of Ken- 
ducky z Hon. William Tilghman, of Pennsylvania ; Hon. Bushrod W ashing- 
ton, William Wirt, Esq. of Virginia; Hon. Charles C. Pinckney, of South- 
Carolina ; Hon. William Gaston, of North-Carolina ; Hon. Tiomas Wor- 
thington, of Ohio; Hon, Thomas Posey, of Indiana ; Hon. James Brown, of 
Louisiana ; John Bolton, Esq. of Georgia ; Hon. Felix Grundy, of Tennes- 
see; Robert Oliver, Esq. of Maryland ; Joseph Nourse, Esq. of the District of 
Columbia. 
elery for Foreign Correspondence—Rev. Dr. John M. Mason. 
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Seeretary for Domestic Correspondence—Rev. Dr. John B. Romefn. 

Treasurer—Richard Varick, Esq. 

Information of the above choice was communicated by a committee 
of the managers to the convention, who having before resolved, that the 
first annual meeting of the ** American Bible Society” be held in the city of 
New-York; and the business of the convention being now accomplished, their 


meeting was closed with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Witmer, and the conven- 
tion was dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION. 


I. This Society shall be known by the name of THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, of which the sole object 
shall be to encourage a wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures without note or comment.. ‘The only copies in the En- 
- language to be circulated by the Society, shall be ot 
the version now in common use. 

II. This Society shall add its endeavours to those employ- 
ed by other Societies, for circulating the Scriptures through- 
out the United States and their territories; and shall furnish 
them with stereotype plates, or such other assistance as cir- 
cumstances may require. This Society shall also, aceord- 
ing to its ability, extend its influence to other countries, 
whether Christian, Mahomejan, or Pagan. 

HI. All Bible Societies shall be a to purchase at 
cost from the Society, Bibles for distribution within their 
own districts. The members of all such Bible Societies as 
shall agree to place their surplus revenue, after supplying 
their own districts with Bibles, at the disposal of this Socie- 
ty, shall be entitled to vote in all meetings of the Society ; 
and the ‘officers of such Societies shall be ex officio, direc- 
tors of this. 

IV. Each subscriber of three dollars annually, shall be 
a member. 

VY. Each subscriber of thirty dollars at one time shall be 
a member for life. 

VI. Each subscriber of fifteen dollars annually shall be a 
director. 

VII. Each subscriber of one hundred and fifty dollars at 
one time, or who shall, by one additiona! payment, increase 
his original subscription ta one hurdred and fifty dollars, 
shall be a director for life. 

VIII. Directors shall be entitled to attend and vote at al! 
meetings of the Board of Managers. 

IX. A Board of Managers shall be appointed to conduct 
the business of the Society,'consisting of thirty-six Laymen, 
of whom twenty-four shall reside in the city of New-York 
or its vicinity. One fourth part of the whole number shall 
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go out of office at the expiration of each year, but shall be 
re-eligible. 

Every Minister of the Gospel, who is a member of the 
Society, shall be entitled to meet and vote with the Board of 
Managers, and be possessed of the same powers as a Mana- 
ger himself. 

The Managers shall appoint all officers, and call special 
general meetings, and fill such vacancies as may occur, by 
death or otherwise, in their own Board. 

X. Each member of the Society shall be entitled, under 
the direction of the Board of Managers, to purchase Bibles 
and Testaments, at the Society’s prices, which shall be as: 
low as possible. 

X{. The annual meetings of the Society, shall be held at 
New-York or Philadelphia, at the option of the Society, on 
the second Tuesday of May, in each year ; when’ the a. 
gers shall be chosen, the accounts presented, and the pro- 
ceedings of the foregoing year reported. 

XII, The President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and Se- 
cretaries, for the time being, shat be considered, ex officio, 
members of the Board of Managers. 

XIII. At the general meetings of the Society, and the 
meetings of the Managers, the President, or in his absence, 
the Vice-President first on the list then present ; and in the 
absence of the Vice-Presidents, such member as shall be 
appointed for that purpose, shall preside at the meeting. 

XIV. The Managers shall meet on the first Wednesday in 
each month, or oftener, if necessary, at sueh place in the 
city of New-York, as they shall from time to time adjourn 
to. 

XV. The Managers shall have the power of appointing 
such persons as have rendered essential services to the 
me § either Members for life, or Directors for life. 

XVI. The whole minutes of every meeting shall be sign- 
ed by the chairman. 

XVII. No alteration shall be’ made to this Constitution, 
mee by the Society at an annwal meeting, on the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Managers. 


Address to the People of the United States. 


Every person o/ observation has remarked that the times are pregnant with 
great events. ‘I'he political world has undergone changes stupendous, unex- 
— and calculated to inspire thoughtful men with the most boding antici- 
p ations. 

Phat there are in reserve, occurrences of deep, of lasting, and of general in- 
terest, appears to be the common sentiment. Such a sentiment has not been 
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excited without a cause, and does ndt exist without an object. ‘The cause is 
to be sought in that Providence which adapts, with wonderful exactitude, 
means to ends; and the object is too plain to be mistaken by those who carry 
a sense of religion into their speculations upon the present and the future con- 
dition of our afflicted race. 

An excitement, as extraordinary as it is powerful, has roused the nations to 
the importance of spreading the knowledge of the one living and true God, as 
revealed in his Son, the Mediator between God and men, Christ Jesus. ‘This 
excitement is more worthy of notice, as it has followed a period of philosophy, 
falsely so called, and has gone in the track of those very schemes, which, un- 
der the imposing names of reason and liberality, were attempting to seduce 
mankind from all which can bless the life that is, or shed a cheering radiance 
on the life that is to come. 


We hail the re-action, as auspicious to whatever is exquisite in human en- 


joyment, or precious to human hope. We would fly to the aid of all that 


is holy, against all that is profane. Of the purest interest of the community, 
of the family, and the individual, against the conspiracy of darkness, disaster, 
and death—to help on the mighty work of Christian charity—to claim our 
place in the age of Bibles. 

We have, indeed, the secondary praise, but still the praise, of treading in 
the footsteps of those who have set ‘an example without a parallel—an exam- 
ple of the most unbounded benevolence and beneficence : and it cannot be to 
us a source of any pain, that ithas been set by those who are of one blood with 
the most of ourselves; and has been embodied in a form so noble and so Ca- 
tholie, as ** The British and Foreign Bible Society.” 

The impulse which that Instituffon, ten thousand times more glorious than 
all the exploits of the sword, has given to the conscience of Europe, and to the 
slumbering hope of millions i in the region and shadow of death, demonstrates 
to Christians of every country what they cannot do by insulated zeal; and 
what they can do by co-operation. 

In the United States we want nothing but concert to perform achievemenst 
astonishing to ourselves, dismaying to the adversaries of truth and piety; and 
most encouraging to every evangelical effort, on the surface of the globe. 

No spectacle can be so illustrious in itself, so touching to man, or so grateful 
to God, as a nation pouring forth its devotion, its talents, and its treasure, for 
that kingdom o! the Saviour, which is righteousness and peace. 

If there be a single measure which can overrule objection, subdue opposi- 
tion, end command exertion, this is the measure. That all our voices, all our 
affections, all our hands, should be joined in the grand design of promoting 
‘* peace on earth and good will toward man”—that they should resist the 
advance of mise —" carsy the light of instruction into the dominions of 
ignorance, and the balm of joy to the soul of anguish ; and all this by diffus- 
ing the oracles of God—addresses to the understanding an argument which 
cannot be encountered, and to the heart an appeal which its holiest emotions 
rise up to second. 

Under such impressions, and with such views, fathers, brethren, fellow- 
citizens, the .4merican Bible Society has been formed. Local feelings, party 
prejudices, sectarian prejudices, are excluded by its very nature. Its mem- 
bers are leagued in that, and inthat alone, which calls up every hallowed, 
and puts down every unhallowed, principle—the dissemination of the 
Scriptures in the received versions where they exist, and in the most faithful 
where they may be required. In such a work, whatever is dignified, kind, 
venerable, true, has ample scope : while sectarian littleness and rivalries can 
find no avenue of admission. 

The only question is, whether an object of such undisputed magnitude caa 
be best attained by a national.Society, or by independent associations, in 
friendly understanding and correspondence. 

Without entering jnto the details of this inquiry, we may be permitted t 
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state, in a few words, our reasons of preference to a national Society supporte 
ed by local Societies and by individuals throughout our country. 

Concentrated action is powerful action, The same powers, when applied 
by a common direction, will produce results impossible to their divided and 
partial exercise. A national object unites national feeling and concurrence. 
Unity of a great system combines energy of effect with economy of means. 
Accumulated intelligence interests and animates the public mind. And the 
. Catholic efforts of a country, thus harmonized, give her a place in the moral 
convention of the world; and enable her to act directly upon the universal 
plans of happiness which are now pervading the nations. 

It is true, that the predigious territory of the United States—the increase 
of their population, which is gaining every day upon their moral] cultivation— 
and the dreadful consequences which will ensue irom a people’s outgrowing 
the knowledge of eternal life, and reverting to a species of heathenism, which 
‘shall have all the address and profligacy of civilized society, without any reli- 
gious control, present a sphere of action, which may for a long time employ 
and engross the cares of this Society, and of all the local Bible Societies of 
the land. 

In the distinct anticipation of such an urgency, one of the main objects of 
the Amerwan Bible Society, is, not merely to provide a sufficiency of well 
printed and accurate editions of the Scriptures ; but also to furnish great dis- 
tricts of the American continent with well executed stereotype plates, for 
their cheap and extensive diffusion throughout regions which aré now scanti- 
ly supplied at a discouraging expense ; and which, nevertheless, open a wide 
and prepared field for the reception of revealed truth. 

Yet, let it not be supposed, that geographical or political limits are to be 
the limits of the American Bible Society. at design@ftion is meant to indi- 
cate, not the restriction of their labour, but the source of its emanation. 
They will embrace, with thankfulness and pleasure, every opportunity of 
raying out, by means of the Bible, according to their ability, the light of life 
and immorality, to such parts of the world, as are destitute of the blessing, 
and are within their reach. In this high vocation, their ambition is to be 
fellow-workers with them who are fellow-workers with God. 


People of the United States, 

Have you ever been invited to an enterprise of such grandeur and 
glory? Do you not value the Holy Scriptures? Value them as containing 
your sweetest hope; your most thrilling joy? Can you submit to the thought 
that you should be torpid in your endeavours to disperse them, while the rest 
of Christendom is awake and alert? Shall you hang back, in heartless indrf- 
ference, when Princes come down from their thrones, to bless the cottage of 
the poor with the Gospel of peace; and Imperial Sovereigns are gathering 
their fairest honours from spreading abroad the oracles of the Lord your God ? 
Is it possible that you should not see, in this state of human things, a mighty 
motion of Divine Providence? The most heavenly charity treads close upon 
fhe march of conflict and blood! The world is at peace! Scarce has the 
soldier time to unbind his helmet, and to wipe away the sweat from his brow, 
ere the voice of mercy succeeds to the clarion of battle, and calls the nations 
from enmity to love! Crowned heads boW to the Head which is to wear 
** many crowns ;” and, for the first time since the promulgation of Christiani- 
ty, appear to act in unison for the recognition of its gracious principles, as 
being fraught alike with happiness to man and honour to God. 

W hat has created so strange, so beneficent an alteration: This is, no doubt, 
the doing of the Lord, and it is marvellous in our eyes. But what instrument 
has he thought fit chiefly to use? That which contributes, in all latitudes and 
climes, to make Christians feel their unity, to rebuke the spirit of strife, and 
to open upon them the day of brotherly ¢encord—the Bible! the Bible !— 

ethrough Bible Societies ! 

Come then, fellow-citizens, fellow-Christians. let us join in the sacred co- 
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venant. Let no heart be cold; ap hand be idle; no purse reluctant! Come, 
while room is left for us in the ranks whose toil is goodness, and whose re- 
compense is victory. Come cheerfully, eagerly, generally. Be it impressed 
on your souls, that a contribution, saved from even a cheap indulgence, may 
send a Bible to a desolate family ; may become a radiatory point of “ grace 
and trath”’ to a neighbourhood of error and vice; and that a number of such 
contributions made at really no expense, may illumine a large tract of coun- 
try, and successive generations of imnfortals, in that celestial knowledge, 
which shall secure their present and their future felicity. 

But whatever be the porportion between expectation and experience, thus 
much is certain. We shall satisfy our comvictiom of duty—we shall have 
the praise of high endeavours for the highest ends—we shail minister to the 
blessedness of thousands, and tens of thousands, of whom we may never see 
the faces, nor hear the names. We shall set forward a system of happiness 
which will go on with accelerated motion and augmented vigour, alter we 
shall have finished our career ; and confer upon our children, and our chil- 
dren’s children, the «lelight of seeing the wilderness turned into a fruitfu! 
field, by the blessing of God upon that seed which their fathers sowed, and 
themselves watered. In fine, we shall do our part toward that expansion and 
intensity of light divine, which shal visit, in its progress, the palaces of the 
great, and the hamlets of the smafl, until the whole “ earth be full of the 
knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea !” 


> +o 


NEW-YORK FEMALE A UXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 
. 

As soon as it was generally known, that the Convention of Delegates from 
the Bible Societies in the United States had resolved to institute ‘“* The Ame- 
rican Bible Society,” a considerable number of the Ladies of this City, with 
a promptitude of benevolence, as honourable to their Christian zeal, as charac- 
teristic of their sex, took into consideration the expediency of forming a Fe- 
male Bible Society, to be auxiliary to the National Institution. On Sa- 
turday the 11th instant, a large meeting of Ladies of the first respectability, 
was held in the Assembly-Itoom of the City Hotel; when it was determined to 
form such an Association, to be denominated “* The New-York Female Aur- 
iliary Bible Society” and acommittee of ten ladies was appointed to draft the 
constitution. On Tuesday the 14th instant, in pursuance of public notice 
given to that effect, a crowded assembly of ladies, consisting of every Chris- 


tian sect in this city, met at the pl»ce above mentioned; when the address of 


the Convention to the citizens of the United States, was read. The draft ofa 
constitution, prepared by the committee, was then read, and unanimously 
adopted ; after which, thirty-six Managers, composed of ladies from the vari- 
ous religious denominations, were chosen to conduct the concerns of the esta- 
blishment for the ensuing year. . Subscriptions were then opened, and about 
sever. hundred dollars were subscribed by the ladies present on that oecasion. 
This Society has the privilege of being the first Auxiliary to the American 
Bible Society. We trust that similar Institutions in other parts of our coun- 
try will delight to emulate this laydable example, and do all in their power to 
further the important ends for whith the National Society was formed. 
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Constitution of The New-York Female Auxiliary Bible 
Sociely. ' 


The subscribers, desirous to aid in promoting @ more effectual and exten- 
sive diffusion of the Scriptures, without note or comment, do hereby form 
themselves into an Association, to be called “ Tae New-York FEMALE 
AUXILIARY Bisie Socrery.” 

The sole object of this Institution is, fo procure the means of purchasing 
Bibles, to be distributed by the members of the Society among the needy with- 
in their reach, and to contribute, by its surplus furrds, to the advancement of 
the great and important designs of “‘ Tne American Bible Society.” 

Each subscriber of two dollars annually, shall be a member of this Society. 

Fach contributor of twenty dollars at one time, shall be a member for life. 

There shall be an annual meeting of the Society on the second Thursday of 
April; when thirty-six Managers shall be elected by ballot, to conduct the 
concerns of the Institution. 

The Board of Managers shall hold their first meeting within three days after 
their election, and choose out of their number a First and Second Directress, a 
Treasurer, a Corresponding Secretary, and a Recording Secretary. 

The Board-of Managers shall meet on the first Wednesday of every month. 
Five Managers shall constitute a quorum forrthe transaction of business. 

The Board of Managers shall be authorized to make by-laws for their own 
government, and to fill up any vacancies that may occur among them, by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, during the year for which they are appointed. 

It shall be the duty of the Board to prepare, in due season, a report of their 
proceedings, and of the state of their funds, te be laid before the Society at the 
annual meeting. 

The First Directress, at her own pleasure, Or at the request of three of the 
Managers, may at any time call a meeting of the Society. 

‘This constitution shall not be altered or amended without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members of the Society present at ihe annual meeting, or af 
a general meeting conyened for the purpose, in pursuance of notice given ten 
days previously thereto, in at least two daily newspapers printed in the city. 


Managers of The New-York Female Auxiliary Bible 


Society. 

Mrs. P. Livingston, Mrs. Mary Watis, Mrs. Wiiliam Few, 
Mrs. Richard Varick, Mrs. Thomas Farmar, Mrs. Dr. Rodgers, 
Mrs. J. Le Roy, Mrs. G. Van Wagennen, Mrs. George Lindsay, 
Mrs. Isaac Heyer, Mrs. P. A. Jay, Mrs. Thomas Carpenter, 
Mrs. Dunlap, Mrs. Banyer, Mrs. John Cauldwell, 
Mrs. C. Dickinson, Mrs. Beverly Robinson, Mrs. Benjamin Mortimer, 
Mrs. M. Abeel, Mrs. Dr. Watts, Mrs. S. Collins, 
Mrs. L. Coit, Mrs. D. H. Wiekham, Mrs. James R. Smith, 
Mrs. E. Williams, Mrs. A. Abbot, Mrs. R. S. Robertson, 
Mrs. G. Spring, Miss H. L. Murray, Mrs. Dr. M‘Leod, 
Mrs. W. B. Crosby, Miss H. Morgan,’ Mrs. Thomas Hamilton, 
Mrs. J. E. Caldwell, Miss Rachel Seaman, Mrs. S. Ledyard 
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New-York, 15th May, 1816. 
Ata special meeting of the New-York Bible Society, at No. 10, Garden- 
rece —- by public notice of the President, for the a of taking 
into consideration the propriety of its be Auxili té “* The Ameri- 
ran Bible Society» siete lice erat ieintas wee 
he Rev. Dr. Philip Milledoler, President, in the chair. 
The meeting was opened with prayer. 
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The object of this meeting havin g been stated, and the constitution of the 
American Bible Society having been read : 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the constitution of the New- 
York Bible Society be so altered as to enable it to become Auxiliary to the 
American Bible Society. 

Resolved unanimousiy, That the following article be added to the constitu- 
tion of this Society : viz. ‘* This Society will place their surplus revenue, af- 
ter supplying with Bibles the districts under their immediate care, at the dis- 
posal of the American Bible Society.” 

Resolved unanimously, That the Board of Managers of this Society be au- 
thorized, if the New-York Auxiliary Bible Society concur aerein, to present 
to the American Bible Society their interest in the stereotype plates of the Bi- 
ble, belonging to the two Socicties. 


+o 


Tae Board of Managers of the Auxiliary New-York Bible Society have 
voted a donation of five-hundred dollars to the American Bible Society. 
<1 


From the Commercial Advertiser, Tuesday, May 14. 


According to public notice, a numerous and respectable assembly of the 
citizens of New-York, and other persons in this city, “ friendly to THE AME- 
RICAN BisLk Society,” yesterday convened in the City-Hall. 

On motion by the Honourable Chief Justice Tompson, seconded by the 
Honourable Justice Van NESS ; 

_— that his Honour, the Mayor of the city, be requested to take the 
chair. 

After his Honour had taken the chair, on motion by RicHarp VARICK, Esq. 
seconded by Joun Bincuam, Esq. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the American Bible Society be requested 
to read the constitution and address of the convention of delegates from dif- 
ferent Bible Societies in the United States, by whose unanim us vote this Na- 
tional Institution was established. 

After the reading of the Constitution by the Rev. Dr. J. B. Romeyn, Secre- 
tary for Domestic Correspondence, 

On motion by the Hon. Justice PLatt, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Nort, 
President of Union College, 

Resolved, Unanimously, That this meeting cordially approve of the Consti- 
tution of the American Bible Society. 

On motion by GEorGE Grirrin, Esq. seconded by Perer A. JAy, Esq. 

Resolved, Unanimously, That this meeting will cheerfully contribute to the 
support of this great National! institution. 

After this, the Rey. Dr. J. M. Mason, Secretary for the Foreign Corres- 
pondence, read the address adopted by the convention. 

The following Resolutions, were then adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to Justice Platt, 
the Rev. Dr. Nott, George Griifin, and Peter A. Jay, Esqrs. for the addresses 
which they have delivered on this interesting occasion, and that copies of the 
same be requested for publication. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to the Honourable 
the Corporation of this city, for the prompt grant of” the use of this room to 
the meeting. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to his Honour the 
Mayor, for accepting the office, and performing the duty, of chairman of this 
meeting. , 

The persons present then proceeded to subscribe the papers prepared, in 
support of this institution. 

The addresses delivered were adapted to the occasion of the meeting, dis- 
played enlightened and enlarged views of the nature of the Society, and 
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made eloquent and powerful appeals to the understandings and hearts of 
statesmen, citizens, and Christians ; calculated not merely to illustrate, but to 
prove the propriety and necessity of this American Republic, uniting its ex- 
ertions in one great, noble, and honourable effort to circulate the Scriptures, 
without note or comment, within their own bounds, and throughout other parts 
of the world. 

The meeting was conducted and concluded with a decorum, harmony and 
unanimity, which it is to be hoped will always characterize the meetings of 
the Americans for promoting the best interests of mankind. 


: —5o+o— 

An address by the Rt. Rev. Bishop White to the Female 
Bible Society, of Philadelphia. 

Havine been present at this respectable company of ladies, about a week 
ago, when the proposal was made to them for their forming of themsolves into 
a Society for the distribution of the Bible, I took the liberty of delivering my 
opinion in favour of the measure. Since that meeting, the subject has been 
frequently in my mind; and I take this opportunity, at the request of the 
Parent Society, of renewing the expression of my opinion. 

The question was asked (and by ladies detérmined to contribute at least 
their money to the object) whether their donations might not, with equal 
utility, be thrown into the treasury of the Society already instituted, and con- 
ducted by the other sex? It was answered, and is now repeated, in order to 
show perseverance in the sentiments, Ist. That there will be a greater num- 
ber of persons, not merely contributing, but taking such an interest in the 
work, as to induce others also to contribute, as opportunities may occur ; 
and, 2d. That in the line of distribution, therécome under your notice many 
cases of poverty, of the merits of which you are the most competent judges, 
and especially as to the question, how far the pecuniary relief of poverty, 
would be enhanced by the additional gift of a Bible, with the prospect of its 
being both acceptable and profitable. 

If there should press on the minds of any of you, the apprehension of ex- 
ceeding the bounds which the modesty of your sex prescribes, 1t does not ap 
pear to me, that there is the least ground for such reproach, so long as the as- 
sociation is within yourselves. As to the circumstance, that some of you will 
be called upon to act in certain official characters necessary for the conducting 
of business, if we look beyond names, there is nothing in the subject itself, 
but what would apply with equal force against the presiding at a dinner, or 
at a tea table; unless indeed it could be alleged, that this is less alien from 
the female character, than the gathering and the dispensing of alms. But 
this is a sentiment which, it is supposed, will hardly be hazarded by the most 
jealous asserters of the prerogatives of the men. 

It is one of the most conspicuous of the many beneficent properties of the 
Scriptures, that they are the charter of the female sex against degradation 
and oppression. Look at the condition of women, in the countries where the 
religion of the Gospel is unknown; and all the arrangements of domestic life 
will be found a comment on the position. Can it then be out of the sphere of 
your sex, to be actively engaged in disseminating a system of truth and mo- 
rals, which has so excellent a bearing imthediately on your interests ; and 
through you, on whatever contributes to the rectitude, to the decorum, and 
to all the rational enjoyments of social life ? 

You have also this especial interest in the same sacred treasure, that, of our 
sex as well as of your own, you are the earliest instructors in morality and in 
religion: and what is there deserving the commendation of moral or religious, 
if detached from the lessens which speak so immediately from the oracles of 
God, to the best sensibilities of the human heart’ Under so loud a call as this 
to the estimation of the Bible, surely you cannot be stepping out of your pro 
per sphere, by being prominent in measures for the depositing of it in such 
needy families, as would otherwise be without the means which you enjoy, of 
rendering if salutary to their rising hopes. 
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If there were nothing more than the undeniable property of the human con- 
dition, that under al] states of society the women sustain the greatest share of 
its sorrows, it must give them an essential interest in the best source of coun- 
tervailing consolation. That source is the word of truth: and this being the 
case, can it be out of character, where pecuniary means are within the power, 
to add their personal attention and exertion for the extending of so inestimable 
a benefit ? 

It has been thought an incidental advantage arising from Bible Socteties, that 
by combining persons of different religious denominations, they have the effect cf 
promoting unity of affection, under trreconcileable differences of opinion: The 
British and Foreign Bible Society set off an the fundamental principle, of avoid- 
ing whatever could bring such diversity into yiew. THEY PROFESSED TO DE- 
LIVER THE Book oF GOD WITHOUT NOTE OR COMMENT. ‘THE SocIETIES 
INSTITUTED IN AMERICA HAVE TRODDEN IN THEIR STEPS. WHILE THIS 
PLAN SHALL BE PURSUED, THERE CAN BE NO DISSATISFACTION ON ACCOUNT 
OF INTERFERING OPINIONS OR MODES OF WORSHIP. [8 IT POSSIBLE THAT 
SUCH A COURSE CAN BE PERSEVERED IN, WITHOUT ITS CONTRIBUTING 0 
ALL THE CHARITIES OF LIFE? AND IF THIS IS THE NATURAL CONSEQUENCE, 
CAN ANY SCRUPLE BE WELL-FOUNDED, WHICH WOULD RESTRICT THE BE- 
NEFIT TO MEN ? 

I will only add, that contemplating the recent instiiution of Bible Societies, 
begun in England, and extending rapidly throughout the world, as a prodigious 
effort for the raising of a mound against the threatening inundation of infidelity ; 
as being also one of the happiest expedients which have been devised, for 
spreading the knowledge of the Gospel of Christ; and as tending directly to 
the accomplishment of the assygances given, that his kingdom will be at last co- 
extensive with the world; I will not suffer myself to believe, that your sex, 
any more than ours, are debarred from promoting these blessed ends, in your 
distinctive character. Accordingly, I take the liberty of exhorting you to 
persevere in the work begun, and of assuring you of my best wishes and my 
prayers for your success. 


Philadelphia, 23d March, 1614. “ WILLIAM WHITE. 

3+ 

Quarterly Meeting of The New-York Sunday School 

Union Society. 

Tue Officers and Committee of the New-York Sunday 
School Union Society, held their first quarterly meeting, with 
the superintendents and teachers of the Schools, at the Me- 
thodist Church in John-street, on Monday the 6th inst. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev Mr. Scol- 
field: after which Richard Varick, Esq. President of the So- 
ciety, addressed the superintendents and teachers as follows : 
** Gentlemen, the Superintendents and Teachers of ihe 

New- York Sunday School Union Society, 

“ Permit me at this first stated meeting of the Society 
since the adoption of the constitution, in the name and behalf 
of the Officers and Committee, to congratulate you on the es- 
tablishment, in this City, of an Institution so interesting to 
the heart of benevolence, and so highly favourable to the 
cause of religion and good morals. 

* Itis wall known to those who have taken the pains to ex- 


amine the subject, that for mg | years past the Sunday 
School system has been gradually 


ispelling the darkness and 
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chasing away the mists of ignorance and ureligion, which 
had covered the minds ofa great portion of the youthful poor 
of England, Scotland, and reland; and it has engaged the 
hearts of many, very many of them, with gladness to receive, 
not only the first rudiments of education, but therewith the 
first impressions of the blessed truths of the benign religion 
of the Prince of Peace; and that many of those who have 
been first taught at Sunday Schools, have become well-in- 
formed and valuable members of society, the indefatigable 
instructors of others, and distinguished professors of the reli- 
gion of our once crucified, but now exalted Lord and Re- 
deemer, Jesus Christ, our hope in this world, and our all in 
all in that which is to come. | 

‘¢ But not until very lately have the benefits of the Sunday 
School system been experienced by the inhabitants of other 
countries, where it is now transplanted, and promises. to grow 
and increase with never-ending advantages to the young and 
benighted inhabitants. 

‘¢ ‘These facts, with their causes, are inscrutable, although 
our ears are agreeably saluted with the blessed tidings, and 
history moreover assures us of the “happy effects resulting 
from the system, wherever it has been adopted. 

‘* When we consider the objects of its provision, and reflect 
on the manner in which the system originated in this City, and 
the zeal with which it has been organized and fostered, we 
are naturally induced to believe, with lively gratitude, that 
the formation of the Society was dictated by that Invisible 
Power, who doth all things well, and for our greatest good ; 
and we have cause to welcome the establishment thereof, as 
one of the auspicious omens, not only of the divine forbear- 
ance, but of the favour of the Almighty towards the guilty in- 
habitants of our city and country, and the harbinger of great 
good to those youth of the rising generation, who have no 
friend to guide them in the path of wisdom. 

“‘ In the sacred volume we are informed that there is a sea- 
son for all things ; and that Almi bty Being in whom all wis- 
dom and benevolence unite, best knows how and when to ex- 
cite the holy flame, and in due time to fan the living fire ; and 
we fondly hope and trust that the sacred influence has ex- 
tended to us, and that we are by him made the willing instru- 
ments ‘ to aid in instructing the ignorant, in turning many 
of the vicious from the paths of error, and in pointing out to 
them that way in which lies their future peace and welfare.’ 
And in thus well doing, the rising generation will have cause of 
eternal gratitude to that God who hath put it into our hearts to 
devote a small portion of our time, our labouas, and our subs 
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stance, torescue them from the paths of ignorance and vice, 
the ey to interminable destruction. 

““ We have, moreover, great cause for mutual congratula- 
tion on the interest and good will which have been manifested 
by many of our fellow-citizens, in support of the Institution 
committed to our charge. 

** In the first instance, the subject of such an Institution was 
spoken of, as it were, in faint whispers. It received immedi- 
ate countenance, and the voice soon became general, audi- 
ble, and impressive ; and measures were soon adopted to 
bring the benevolent plan before the public eye. Such, in- 
deed, are the principles on which the Institution is founded, 
so a and inviting are its objects, and so certain are, in 
our judgments, the results, that it requires little more than a 
sound head and an honest and well-disposed heart to engage 
in its support with equal warmth and perseverance. 

“ The ladies of this City have again, to their honour, on 
this occasion, as on others, been foremost in acts of benevo- 
lence and piety towards the ignorant and destitute of their own 
sex. History and experience furnish abundant proofs that 
their good example and good opinion have frequently excited 
our sex, not only to déeds of valour, but to many acts in their 
nature noble and equally honourable. | 

** In this instance, although we have been slow to act, the 
same exalted spirit, like an electric touch, hath animated us, 
and been diffused throughout the cOmmunity. 

“Is proof demande® of the facts thus stated? We confi- 
dently appeal to your own bosoms. You, gentlemen, well 
know, and we do with great pleasure appreciate, the alacrity 
which was manifested in your coming forward to your present 
stations at the first call of the Officers and Committee. The 
pains whieh you have taken to collect your pupils from the 
streets, the lanes, the. loathsome hovels and cellars of our ci- 
ty, and the diligence and perseverance you have manifested 
in the performance of your respective (before untried) duties, 
furnish incontrovertible proofs, as honourable to yourselves as 
exhilirating aud encouraging to us, and highly interesting to 
the objects of your care and benevolence. 

“It now becomes our duty to proceed to the appropriate 
business of the day, as expressed in the constitution of the 
Society, to wit, that ‘ Of inquiry and consultation relative 
to the interests of the Union, and the best means of promot- 
ing them. 

“ This being accomplished, the Officers and Committee 
will take occasion to make to you, gentlemen, such further 
observations and remarks, as the nature of the business, the 
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subject to be examined and considered, may suggest and as 
at the first meeting of the Society may be expected at their 
hands.” 

Here the President read the constitution and rules for the 
government of the Schools. (To be continued.) 

-— Sto 
For the Christian Herald. 

Ix November last, a Sunday School Association was form- 
ed in Elizabeth-Town, (N. J.) The following is an extract 
from the Report of the Board of Directors, made to the As- 
sociation at the semi-annual meeting, held April 30th, 1816: 

“ The School for people of colour, which was commenced 
prior to the annual meeting of the Association, still conti- 
nues, and is in a flourishing state. The number of scholars 
at present in this School, is eighty-six. This number is 
composed of persons of all ages, and of both sexes. Of this 
number, twenty read well in the Bible, and thirty-five are be- 
ginning to read tolerably well in easy sentences. The ‘re- 
maining thirty-six are either spelling or learning their alpha- 
bet. ‘The Directors have in rotation visited the School, and 
they have been highly gratified with the perfect order main- 
tained in the School, the diligence of the scholars, the anxiety 
to learn which they generally manifest, and the great pro- 
gress which some of - have made. Some who, six months 
since, only knew their alphabet, now begin to read. Consi- 
dering that their time must be chiefly occupied through the 
week in labour, and that they spend only two hours in school 
on the Sabbath-day, this progress is certainly very encou- 
raging. : 

‘* As it will doubtless be gratifying to the Association, the 
Board beg leave here to insert a written statement, made by 
the teacher of the first class: ‘ In general, they read very 
well; their improvement is very striking. Many who, when 
they commenced the School, could scarcely read intelligibly, 
are now able to read both with facility and correctness. is 
committing to memory the Scripture and Catechism, they 
have on our most sanguine expectations. Some have 
accurately recited 10 verses, some 50; others 100 and 1590. 
and one female 230 verses at a lesson. The last mentioned 
person has commitsed to memory, since the beginning of Ja- 
nuary, the whole @spel of John, and is at present studying 
his Epistles. Two or three others have nearly completed 
John ; and the majority, perhaps, are half through. It is 
indeed animating to see them manifesting so much zeal and 
engagedness in learning the Scriptures : they are laying up a 
treasure far more precious than rubies, and I think we have 
reason to believe that this word may prove to some soul a sa- 
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vour of lite unto life. If so, how amply would we be re- 
warded for our feeble exertions! In the Catechism, also, 
commendable progress has been made. The number of my 
class is about 20. I must add, that for orderly conduct 
while in school, and for industry and application, I have ne- 
ver seen them excelled by any class in any school.’ 

“ The Board would further report, that in January last 
was commenced, under their patronage, a School for white 
female children and youth. The numbers in this School 
have varied from 60 to 100, It is taught after the afternoon 
service on the Sabbath, by a number of young ladies. The 
branches attended to are, spelling, reading, and reciting the 
Catechism of their different Churches, and the Scriptures. 
Some few have already committed to memory the Gospel ac- 
cording to John, and many more have committed a part of it. 
The prospect, with respect to this School also, is very en- 
couraging. 

‘* And here the Board are constrained to express their gra- 
tttude to the young ladies and gentlemen who have so gene- 
rously devoted their time and outs to the instruction of the 
Schools under the patronage of the Board. They have a re- 
ward in the consciousness of doing good, and in imitating 
Him who went about doing good, and in the progress which 
they see made by those ander their care in useful knowledge. 
They have every reason to believe that many will hereaf- 
‘er rise up and call them blessed ; and, animating thought ! 
most probably some will hereafter, in the regions of blessed- 
ness, hail these teachers as the instruments under God. of the 
saving illumination of their minds, and their eternal salva- 
tion. 

* The Board would also report that they are taking mea- 
sures for the establishment of a Sunday School for boys, 
which they hope shortly to have in operation. 

“ The Board cannot close this Report without noticing 
that similar Associations are rapidly — up in every part 
of our country, and are receiving the liberal patronage of the 
wealthy, influential, and benevolent. The prospect is most 
animating to the true philanthropist : he beholds, before these 
attempts, ignorance, and its concomitants, vice and irreligion, 
gradually retiring ; and knowledge, virtue, and religion, and 
with them true happiness, increasing throgh our land. May 
these pleasing prospects be more than realized ! 

“ Signed, by order of the Board, 
“JOHN MDOWELL, President. 

‘ CALEB O. HALSTED, Secretary.” 





